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FIRST DAY SUCCOS 1979
Why do we go into Succah this time of year? Succah doesn't celebrate any
event linked to a particular time. The Jewish people began living in huts
immediately after they left Egypt in the spring. In the north it's cold.
Also even in South Succos comes so close after Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashonna
that it makes it hard. 1In the Torah portion that we read on Succos we have
an introductory paragraph which says that we're not supposed to desecrate
G-d's name. It uses the word Clolad. This word also means space, hollow.
It also is the word for a corpse. The Jewish holidays are supposed to make
us feel more vital, more alive. They're not supposed to be day of doom or
gloom or dampen our vital energies. They're to make us feel more alive. One
of the big errors of Modern Day is that we've all, for the most part, been
reduced to spectators, to observers, not really participants. This is wrong.
In order to feel life's vitality we must participate. We must do and act.
That's a basic Jewish principle, you must act to be alive. That's why
traditionally Jewish prayer service different from others. In our prayer
service the service flows from people to pulpit. Everyone says every prayer
and Chazen says last line. In other philosophies the pulpit controls. The
people passive. Succos comes when it does to teach us that we can always
feel joy of life even in cold ever after.Solemn days if we'll act. We nmust
take lulav in hand, go out to hut. We take the esrog which the Rabbis say
must be a fruit which has three characteristics. Its fruit must taste like
bark, it must produce fruit all year, it must be able to grow by all bodies
of water. If you'll always participate throughtout all life you'll feel
its joy, happiness.
Story about man who testified at trial of train wreck. Kept being asked,
"Are you sure brakeman swung lantern?” Answered yes many times. After trial
lawyer asked him, "Are you really sure?" "Yes, I'm sure", he said, "but I'm
sure glad you didn't ask me if it was lit". If we want to really feel life's

joy must act, make sure we're lit .




